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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Commissioner for Patents: 

Prior to examining the present application, Applicants respectfully request entry 
of the following amendments to the claims. 

In the Specification: 

Please amend the specification by inserting a new section before the "Technical 
Field" as follows: 



~ CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

This application is a continuation of United States Patent No. 6,200,814 issued 
March 13,2001. -- 



In the Claims: 

Please amend claims 9, 14, 16-18, 39, 43 and 44 to read as follows: 



9. (Amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein sensitization of the 
sensing surface comprises immobilizing an analyte-specific ligand to the sensing surface. 



14. (Amended) The method according to claim 1 1 wherein at least the ligand 
of the first sensitizing fluid or the second sensitizing fluid is an analyte-specific ligand. 

16. (Amended) The method according to claim 1 1 wherein at least the ligand 
of the first sensitizing fluid or the second sensitizing fluid is a bi-functional ligand. 

17. (Amended) A sensitized sensing surface made according to the method of 

claim 1 . 

18. (Amended) A method of analyzing a fluid sample for an analyte, 
comprising sensitizing a discrete sensing area on a sensing surface by the method according to 
claim 1, contacting the sensing area with the fluid sample, and detecting interaction between the 
analyte and the sensing area. 

39. (Amended) A sensor system, comprising a sensor device according to 

claim 31 and further comprising: 

means for applying laminar fluid flows through the inlet openings, such that the 
laminar fluid flows pass side by side through the flow cell over the sensing surface; 

means for varying the relative flow rates of the laminar flows of fluids to vary the 
respective lateral extensions of the laminar flows over the sensing surface; and 

detection means for detecting interaction events on the sensing surface. 

43. (Amended) A method of synthesizing compounds, comprising sensitizing 
a discrete sensing area on a sensing surface by the method according to claim 1, wherein such 
sensitization constitutes the successive addition of chemical moieties to achieve compound 
synthesis. 
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44. (Amended) A method of synthesizing peptides or oligonucleotides, 
comprising sensitizing a discrete sensing area on a sensing surface by the method according to 
claim 1, wherein such sensitization constitutes the successive addition of peptidic or 
oligonucleotidic moieties to achieve peptide or oligonucleotide synthesis. 

REMARKS 

Pending claims 9, 14, 16-18, 43 and 44 have been amended to avoid improper 
multiple dependent claims. By this Amendment, the specification is amended to add the section 
entitled "CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION" which section recites 
Applicants' claim to priority. This amendment does not add new matter to the specification, and 
Applicants respectfully request entry of this amendment. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the specification 
and claims by the current amendment. The attached page is captioned "Version with markings 
to shows changes made. " 

Respectfully submitted, 
Seed Intellectual Property Law Group pllc 

Karl R. Hermanns 
Registration No. 33,507 

#185783vl 
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In the Specification 



Please amend the specification by inserting a new section before the "Technical 
Field" as follows: 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

This application is a continuation of pending United States Patent Application 
No. 09/009 ? 139 filed January 20, 1998. 

In the Claims: 

Claims 9, 14, 16-18, 39, 43 and 44 have been amended as follows: 

9. (Amended) The method according to claim 1 any one clai ms 1-8 wherein 
sensitization of the sensing surface comprises immobilizing an analyte-specific ligand to the 
sensing surface. 

14. (Amended) The method according to claim 11 any one o f claims 11 - 13 
wherein at least the ligand of the first sensitizing fluid or the second sensitizing fluid is an 
analyte-specific ligand. 

16. (Amended) The method according to claim 11 any on e of claims 11-13 
wherein at least the ligand of the first sensitizing fluid or the second sensitizing fluid is a bi- 
functional ligand. 

17. (Amended) A sensitized sensing surface made according to the method of 
claim l. any one of claims 1 - 16. 



18. (Amended) A method of analyzing a fluid sample for an analyte, 
comprising sensitizing a discrete sensing area on a sensing surface by the method according to 
claim lany one of cla i m s 1-16, contacting the sensing area with the fluid sample, and detecting 
interaction between the analyte and the sensing area. 

39. (Amended) A sensor system, comprising a sensor device according to 
claim 3 1 any one claims 31 38 and further comprising: 

means for applying laminar fluid flows through the inlet openings, such that the 
laminar fluid flows pass side by side through the flow cell over the sensing surface; 

means for varying the relative flow rates of the laminar flows of fluids to vary the 
respective lateral extensions of the laminar flows over the sensing surface; and 

detection means for detecting interaction events on the sensing surface. 

43. (Amended) A method of synthesizing compounds, comprising sensitizing 
a discrete sensing area on a sensing surface by the method according to claim l any one of claims 
4-46, wherein such sensitization constitutes the successive addition of chemical moieties to 
achieve compound synthesis. 

44. (Amended) A method of synthesizing peptides or oligonucleotides, 
comprising sensitizing a discrete sensing area on a sensing surface by the method according to 
claim l any one of claims 1 16 , wherein such sensitization constitutes the successive addition of 
peptidic or oligonucleotidic moieties to achieve peptide or oligonucleotide synthesis. 
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